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by Scott Younger

Elusive dream

Scotland’s Glasgow was an environmental wasteland of smog and
sludge, but now salmon are back swimming in its Clyde River. Java’s
environmental problems can also be fixed, but the time to do so is limited

WAS INTRIGUED TO READ THE FOLLOWING OPENING It became the “seoond dty of empire’, with rgoidy
peragraph from acolour supplement celebrating theffirst issueof | hurgeoning and bustling population with access, at the upper end,
The (Glasgow) Herdd in 1783, “Britan is invalved in an | to world dass education, dthough John Anderson st up an
umwinnedle foreign war, Scotland is a the forefrot of | inditute 200 years agoto providetechnical education to thosewho
developing new technology and Glasgow s reinventing itsalf | could nat afford it—now Strathdyde University.
diter thelassof itstraditiondl incustries , But the other side was less acoaptable — rapid immigration
There are concems about pollution and dimate change, and | |eeding to uncontrolled and ungpeskably soualid condiions with
peoplearecomplaining about highprices’. So, what'snew? poor housing for new arivas, and dreedful pollution and rdateble
Saying with Glasgow for amoment, it provides some vauable | diseeses Bulk fresh weter by pipeline arrived in the 1850s and
historical lessons for urban development today. In 1783, the ity was | IS begen to relieve the perennidl endemic problems from wter-
a thethreshold of expansion on thebeck of the Industrial Revolution | Pomediseeses
and hed played its part in pioneering mechenisation with steam For 2 decades in the early 20th century, the dity and its rive,
power. the Clyde, and estuary became the largest ship-building centre in
The log transatiantic trade of tabacco was to be replaced by a | theworld, but the end of WWII saw the dart of the dedine of the
leading role for designing, building and providing heavy machinery | heavy industries and the centre of shipbuilding theregfter moved
aorosstheworld—railways suger mills shipbuilding. to Jgpan and thenalso SKorea
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In Glaggow, pallution remained with dreedful pearsoup fogsin
traffic jammed dregtsuntil the Cleen Air Act of themid 1950sforbede
the use of openthearth cod fires Thear in the dity then darted to get
naticesbly deaner.

Renewable
WITH THE DECLINE OF HEAVY INDUSTRY ON THE RIVER, AND
the stopping of raw dudge dumping in the esuary (usng a vesd
designed by my grandfather!), in hend with the congruction of proper
sawage 2 trestment works and river rendhilitation legidation, the river
environment begentoimprove
The spead of recovery surprisad people within a decade saimon

dedded thet it was sdfe again to svim upriver to old spawning
grounds

Given achance the naturd hebitat can recover if we can remedy
the same erars of the pad, which many countries, induding
Indonesia, have dso made, and plan and build sustaingdly. Thisisan
important messege

Thedriversand consequencesof pallution aredl known; they are
dealy manifes here in Java, but properly planned and coordinated
adion to counter paliution can rdaivdy quickly dlow the
environment to recover.

However, thergpid rate of growth of theareaiaround Jekartaposes
amgor planning heedache if the wordt excesses of pallution, filthy
rivers, dameged water teble, dinty ar, etc, are nat to become even
woree

Anintegrated sugtainable gpproach isrequired.

What do we mean by sudtainable development in today’s context?
Does it dfect everyone? — mogt ddfinitdy! My definition of
udtaineble devdopment is “the utilization of naturd resources for
economic growth with the explaitation of those resources hdd
compdible with sengble consarvation of the environment such that
future generationsarenat impoverished.”

Naturd resources indude humen capitd and ‘impoveished is
used inthewidest meening of theword.

Every levd of sodety is afected in sudainable devdopmernt, and
dvilization can only succeed when there is a hedthy compdihility

between sodd nesds
economic and
environmentd  factors
ad the  paliticd
impadive — the SEEP
demants
And the key fador, which
cannat be abused indefinitdy, is
theervironment.

The modd for devdopment of a
country such as Indonesaisshownin
the diagram bdow, dong with thet
pataning to devdoped country
studions dthough a a recat lecture
omeone pointed out to me that the developing country modd is gpt

dsofor themany poor urben aress of developed countries

The diagram indicates that Sgnificant importance needsto be
peid to the devdopment of sodety from the battom up, its
foundation, because the bulk of the populaion is poor with
Substandard education and opportunity.

This therefore accounts for the emphads on community
devdopment  progranmes, whether rurd  or  peri-urben.
However, while the degree of importance towards each of the
four SEEP dements idantified above varies aocording to the
adminigrativejurisdiction involved, whether netiond, regiond or
bdow, each has to be taken into account in planning ad
Ubssuat implementation.

Contrast starkly

THE PLANNING ISSUES FOR THE RUTURE OF Indonesa
contregt darkly between the neads for Java, the indudtrid and
rice-growing heartland of the country (60% of annud output),
and those off Java, where mogt of the naturd resources can be
found.

In the sacond diagram is shown the population growth
forecast for Indoneda 58% goproximady resides in Java
However, the griking issue is the highly sgnificant increaese in
the percentage of the population thet will depend on an urben or
peri-urben lifestyle

On Java, this means an additiond 40 million urben dwdlers
by the mid-2020s with huge planning issues to be addressed es
rurd land, often rice-growing, mekesway for urben Soreed a the
rateaf 37,000 halyr. Intum thismeansahugeimpact onland and
water besad infragructure, induding further pressure on flood
aes

So, while we grgpple with today’s prodlems of pallution,
rigng prices and dimate change, and dow rate of resolution of
key devd opment issues, pare athought for the planning thet hes
to be put in hand and coordineted — and immediady, with
hopefully sugtainableimplementation!
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